Early Family History

Written by Tony Marshall

In her book "The Passionate Years" Dial Press 1953 p.8 Caresse Crosby nee Mary Jacob provides a totally fanciful family tree. She opines that our original name was "Allardyce" and has us living at Chale Abbey for a thousand years...both being untrue. From Leonard Jacob's own documents and correspondence with a genealogist on the Isle of Wight I can now submit the following:
·    Jacobo de Haughtonne witnessed a deed of Isabella de Fortibus ca 1290
·    Descendants changed name to Jacob of Afton until 1362 and moved to Whitwell
·    Richard Jacob of Whitwell died 1563
·    Walter Jacob d 1578 m. Ellinor Harvey d 1586 at Gatcombe 1568 she being  granddaughter of Dowsabelle Harvey nee    Oglander and blood connection to the Plantagenets
·    George Jacob of Whitwell and Niton d 1604 m Agnes King
·    William Jacob 1614-1664 m. Frances Hieron
·    Bartholomew Jacob of Godshill 1688-1757 m Mary Urrey
·    Bartholomew Jacob of Arreton 1720-1769 m Martha Barton
·    William Jacob of Perreton and Chale Abbey 1760-1818 m Harriet Hearn
·    William Hearn Jacob of Chale Abbey 1757  m Anne Tucker 1797
·    Leonard Jacob of Chale Abbey 1826-1908 m 1856 Emma Lawrence 1836-1909

Leonard Jacob himself and family members have supposed that the Jacob name was of saxon origin they having been " Thanes " on the Island long before William the Conquerer, however the name of Jacobo de Haughtonne does have a Norman ring to it and his forbearers may well have come over at the time of the conquest. Given scant records the rest is guesswork.
   

-Tony
